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CONFIDENTIAL SAIGON 5197 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: CPRSENRGSZVS 

SUBJECT: ESSO EASTERN'S REQUEST TO HAVE SWISS GOVERNMENT 
ACT AS CUSTODIAN FOR ITS HOLDINGS IN VIETNAM 

ESSO EASTERN REPRESENTATIVE HAS APPROACHED EMBASSY ABOUT 
POSSIBILITY OF SWISS GOVERNMENT ACTING AS CUSTODIAN FOR ESSO'S 
HOLDINGS IN VIETNAM IN EVENT AMERICAN STAFF IS FORCED TO 
LEAVE COUNTRY. IF DEPARTMENT PERCEIVES NO OBJECTIONS, 

WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT APPROACHING SWISS EMBASSY ON THIS 
MATTER. IF LATTER APPROVES, PLEASE ADVISE EMBASSY ASAP 
SO LOCAL ESSO MANAGER CAN MAKE ARRANGEMENTS WITH SWISS 
CHARGE' D'AFFAIRES. 
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